Xiphion heracleanum was recently described from the Tingitane Peninsula (northern Morocco), on the basis of herbarium material collected mostly in the 19 th century. After field work in the Rif area, a new population with three independent subpopulations of X. heracleanum has been discovered in Djebel Bouhachem, over 60 km southeast from Tangiers, the type locality. About 100 reproductive individuals are growing there, on schistose soils in rocky places. New data on morphology, ecology, and distribution of this taxon are reported on the basis of re-evaluation of characters from both living specimens and herbarium material, and morphological affinities and differences with close relatives in the genus are discussed. In particular, relationships with the North African endemic X. junceum are newly revised, a morphologically very close plant which is lectotypified here and as which it has repeatedly been misidentified. Furthermore, inclusion of this species in the list of rare plants of Morocco is proposed as RR, and a key for identification of the known species of Xiphion is presented.
Introduction
Xiphion heracleanum Martínez-Rodríguez & Crespo (2013: 90) is endemic to the Riphaean area, in northern Morocco. This outstanding taxon was recently described (on-line early-view version: February-2012) from herbarium materials collected in the 19 th and 20 th centuries, mostly in the surroundings of Tangiers and Tétouan, which had been misidentified as Xiphion junceum (Poiret 1789: 85) Parlatore (1860: 304) .
This new species is mainly characterized by its long floral bracts, and yellow flowers with a long perianth tube and inconspicuous filiform inner tepals among other features, a combination of characters not present in any of the known taxa of the genus (Martínez-Rodríguez & Crespo 2013). However, no precise information was shown in the protologue on the true colour of flowers and other important characteristics of fruits and seeds, since they were indistinguishable or absent in the herbarium specimens, and no wild populations were known by that time.
Field work developed within the last years in the sites where it was first collected in the beginning of the 19 th century did not yield new findings, even in the type locality (Djebel Kebir, western Tangiers) where it was expected to be abundant. Fortunately, recent research in Djebel Bouhachem, about 20 km northwest of Chefchaouen (cf. Chambouleyron 2012), has resulted in the discovery of a new population with three independent subpopulations of X. heracleanum, growing on schistose soils in rocky slopes. This finding is remarkable not only because new data can be obtained to complete the morphological description, namely the reproductive characteristics of the species, but also because it comes to value the forthcoming declaration of the 'Natural Park of Bouhachem'. As discussed by 
